THE
EARL OF READING

CHAPTER 1

EARLY LIFE AND AT THE BAR

IN the first speech he delivered after his arrival in India
in April, igax, Lord Reading referred to the ancient race
to which he belonged, and a circumstance that added to
the significance of the reference on that occasion might
be found in the fact that the President of the Welcome
Committee who read the address. Sir Sassoon David, was
another representative of the same race* It is appropriate
to begin this record of Lord Reading's career by recalling
these passages, because his racial descent was made a mark
of reproach at the time of his appointment to the exalted
rapk of Viceroy of India. It was said with reference to
his Semitic origin, by some persons, who it might have
been thought should have known better, that the Mahome-,
dans of India would regard the selection of a member of
the Jewish community with disapproval and even dis-
pleasure, These self-constituted antics quite overlooked
some facts that proved the contrary, There have never
been any *sPogroms*1 fat the realms of Main, Thiy
were the monopoly of Christian Russia, The most popular
British statesman among the Moslem was Lord Beacons-
field, who was the champion of the Sultan, and tore the
odious Treaty of San Stefano in fragments. Lord Readmg
is in a seme the successor of Lord Beacomfieid. There
would he perhaps more confidence in British policy
throughout Islam if there were more Jewish statesmen
to direct it

Rufus Daniel, the second of the three sons of Joseph
Michael Isaacs, and his wife Sara Wooif, was bora on